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soul of the people. He recognized the difficulties in framing
a workable Constitution for India, but his fervent appeal
was for trust and goodwill. " For heaven's sake, give me,
a frail man of 62 years gone, a little bit of chance/' he
cried in a speech at the plenary session. " Find a little
corner for him and the organization that he represents.
You distrust that organization though you may seemingly
trust me/' Based on mutual trust, he tried to persuade
the Conference to grant India the status that would lead to
" an honourable and equal partnership between Great Britain
and India."
But his declaration at the outset of the Conference,
that the delegates were " an ill-assorted group " and not
" the chosen ones of the nation " undoubtedly created a
chasm between him and his colleagues. His insistent
reiteration of the Congress Mandate was not helpful in
giving a shape to the constitutional proposals and only
resulted in bringing into greater prominence the funda-
mental differences between him and the rest of the
Conference.
However, we have to judge Gandhi's performance in
London from the point of view of the Congress. Faith-
fully he delivered its mandate, argued the logic of its mission
and defended its predominant position in Indian political
life. In his parting words to the Prime Minister he declared
that he and the Congress he represented had come to the
parting of the ways and that he did not know in what
direction his path would now lie. To his followers he
said : " True, I have come empty-handed, but I am thankful
I have not compromised the honour of the Country."
But, zealous of the power and prestige of Congress and
of its methods in " ending or mending " the Government,
Gandhi availed himself of the opportunity presented to Mm
within and outside the Conference for explaining the Con-
gress demands. He knew that he was speaking before, as
it were, a world-microphone, and that the world-press was
taking note of his message. Whatever might be the result

